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Rick. n.f. Sec Reek. 

x. A pile of corn or hay regularly heaped up in the open field, 
and flickered from wet. 

An inundation 

O’erflowed a farmer’s ham and liable 5 
"Whole ricks of hay and flacks of com 
Were down the fudden current born. Swift. 

Mice and rats do great injuries in the field, houfes, barns, 
and corn ricks. Mortimer's Hufbandry. 

2. A heap of corn or hay piled by the gatherer. 

In the North they bind them up in final! bundles, and make 
finall ricks of them in the field. Mortimer's Hu/bon dry. 

RI'CKETS. n.f [rachitis, Lat. A name given to the di- 
ftemper at its appearance by Glijfon. J 

The rickets is a diflemper in children, from an unequal di- 
fli ibution of nouriflnnent, whereby the joints grow knotty, 
and the limbs uneven : its cure is performed by evacuation 
and fri&ion. Quincy. 

In fome years, liver-grown, fplecn, and rickets are put al¬ 
together, by rcafon of their likenefs. Grattnt's Bills of Alert. 

O were my pupil fairly knock'd o’ th’ head, 

I Ihou’d poflefs th’ eflate, if he were dead ; 

He’s l’o far gone with the rickets and th’ evil. 

That one finall dofc will fend him to the devil. Dryden. 

So when at lchool we firft declaim, 

Old Bulby walks us in a theme,- 
Whofe props fupport our infant vein. 

And help the rickets in the brain ; 

But when our fouls their force dilate. 

Our thoughts grow up to wit’s eflate. Prior. 

Ri ckety, adj. [from rickets.] Difeafcd with the rickets. 

In a young animal, when the lolids are too lax, the cafe 
of rickety children, the diet fliould be gently aflringent. Arb. 

Ricklus. n.f. A plant. Ainfvjorth. 

RTcturk. n.f [ribiura, Lat.] A gaping. Did. 

Rin. pret. of ride. 

To RID. v. a. [from hpebban, Saxon.] 

1. To let free; to redeem. 

It is he that dclivercth me from my cruel enemies; thou 
{halt rid me from the wicked man. Pfeilm xviii. 49. 

Rid me, and deliver me out of great waters. Pfalm cxliv. 
1 will bring you out from under their burthens, and rid 
you out of their bondage. Exodus vi. 6. 

2. To clear ; to difcncumbcr. 

They were not before fo willing to be rid of their learned 
paftor, as now importunate to obtain him again from them, 
who had given him entertainment. Hooker. 

I muil rid all thefcasot" pirates. Shakefp. 

We’ll ufc his countenance ; which being done, 

Let her, who would be rid of him, devife 

His fpcedy taking off. Shakefp. King Lear. 

Upon the word, ftept forth 

Three of thy crew, to rid thee of that care. B. Johnfcn. 

I can put on 

Thy tenors, as I put thy mildnefs on, 

Image of thee in all things ; and fliall <bon, 

Arm’d with thy might, rid hcav’n of thefe'rebcH’d. Milton. 

Did faints for this bring in their plate ; 

For when they thought the caufe had need on’t. 

Happy was he that could be rid on’t. Hndibras. 

'File god uneafy till he flept again, 

Refolv’d at once to rid himfelf of pain. Dryden. 

At any rate wc defire to be rid of the prefent evil, which 
we are apt to think nothing abfent can equal. Locke. 

The greater vifiblc good docs not always raife men’s defire, 
in proportion to the greatnefs it appears to have; though 
every little trouble moves us, and lets on work to get rid of 
it. Locke. 

The ladies a Iked, whether we believed that the men of any 
town would, at the fame conjuncture, havcloaden themfelves 
with their wives; or rather, whether they would not have been 
glad of fuch an opportunity to get rid of them ? Addifon. 

The father, feeing himfelf entirely rid of Thcodofius, was 
not very much concerned at the obftinate refufal of his 
daughter. Addifon s Sped at or, N° 164. 

3. To difpatch. 

Having the beft at Barnet field. 

We’ll thither ftraiglit; for willingncfs rids away. Shakefp. 

4. To drive away ; to prefs away ; to deftroy. 

Ah dcathfmen! you have rid this fweet young prince. Sha. 

Ri'ddance. n.f [from rid. j 

1. Deliverance. 

Deliverance from fudden death, riddance from all adverfity, 
and the extent of laving mercy towards all men. Hooker. 
Difcncumbrance ; lols of fomething one is glad to lofe. 

I have too griev'd a heart 
To take a tedious leave : thus lofcrs part. 

•—A gentle riddance. Shakefp. Merchant of Venice. 

By this, the cock had a good riddance of his rival. L'Ejlr. 

Thofe blolioms, and thofc dropping gums. 

That lieheftrown, unfightly and unfmooth, 

Aik ridiUmc*\' if wc mean to tread with cafe. ■ Milton. 


ros, 
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Ri'ddeN. the participle of ride. 

He could never have ridden out an eternal period, but * 
mull be by a more powerful being than himfelf. * pjjf 
RI'DDLE. n.f. [paebclp, Saxon, from pxbc, counfel, perhan 
a trial of wit.] ^ ^ 

1. An enigma j a puzzling queftion ; a dark problem. 

How did you dare 
To trade and traffickwith Macbeth, 

In riddles and in charms of death. Shakefp. Alacbetl 

The Theban monfter, that propos’d 
Her riddle , and him, who folv’d it not, devour’d • 

That once found out and folv’d, for grief and fpight 
Caft herfclf headlong from the Ifmenian fleep. Milton 
Her mother was thinking of a riddle. Dryden 

2. Any thing puzzling. 

’Twas a ftrange riddle of a lady; 

Not love; if any lov’d her: hey day ! 

So cowards never ufe their might, 

But againft fuch as will not fight. Hudibi 

3. [hpibble, Sxxon.] A coarfe or open fieve. 

Horfe-beans and tares, fown together, are eafily p arte( | 
with a riddle. Mortimer's Hujlandry 

To Ri'ddle. v. a. [from the noun.] 

J. Tofolve; to unriddle. There is fomething of whimfica] 
analogy between the two fenfes of the word riddle : as we 
fay, to fift a quejlion : but their derivations differ. 

Riddle me this, and guefshim if you can. 

Who bears a nation in a linglc man i Dryden's Juvenal 

2. To feparate by a coarfe fieve. 

The fineft fifted mould mull be riddled in. Mortimer 
To Ri ddle, v. n. [from the noun.] To fpeak ambiguouJly 
or obfeurely. 

Be plain, good fon, and homely in thy drift ; 

Riddling confcflion finds but riddling flirift. Shakefp. 

Ri'ddlincly. adv. [from riddle .] In the manner of a riddle! 
Though like the pcftilence and old-falhion’d love, 
Riddlingly it catch men, and doth remove 
Never, till it be ftarv’d out, yet their ffate 
ls poor. Dormii 

To RIDE. v. n. preter. rid or rode, part, rid or ridden, [pioan, 
Saxon; rijden, Dutch.] 

1. To travel on horfeback. 

Brutus and Caflius 

Arc rid, like madmen, through the gates of Rome. Shal, 
Were you but riding forth to airyourfelf, 

Such parting were too petty. Shakefp. Cymbelint, 

Am not I thine afs, upon which thou haft ridden ? Nmh> 
So ftands a foreft tall of mountain oaks 
Advanc’d to mighty growth ; the traveller 
Hears from the humble valley, where he rides. 

The hollow murmurs of the winds that blow 
Amidft the boughs. Addifon'. Remarks on Italy. 

Let your mailer ride on before, and do you gallop after 
him. Swift's Directions to the Groom, 

2. To travel in a vehicle ; to be borne, not to walk. 

Infeftcd be the air whereon they ride. Shakefp. 

Upon this chaos rid the diftreffed ark, that bore the fmall 
remains of mankind. Burnet's Theory of the Earth. 

3. To be fupported in motion. 

As venerable Ncftor, hatch’d in filver. 

Should with a bond of air, ffrong as the axle-tree. 

On which heav’n rides , knit all the Grecian ears 
To his experienc’d tongue. Shakefp. Troilus and Crejfula: 

4. To manage an horfe. 

Skill to ride feems a fcicncc. 

Proper to gentle blood ; fome others feign. 

To manage fteeds, as did this vaunter; but in vain. F. Q 
The horfes I faw well chofen, ridden , and furnilhed. Shot. 

Infpir’d by love, whofe bulincls is to plcafc. 

He rode, he fenc’d, he mov’d with graceful cafe. Dryden. 

5. To be on the water. 

On the Weflcrn coaft 

Riueth a puiflant army. Shakefp. Rich. III. 

The fea was grown fo rough, that the admiral was not 
able longer to ride it out with Ills gallies ; but was enforced to 
flip his anchors, and run his gallies on ground. Knolhs. 

They were then in a place to be aided by their Ihips, which 
rode near in Edinburgh Frith. Hayward. 

Wairing him his royal fleet did ride. 

And willing winds to their low’r’d fails deny’d. 

Men once walk’d where fhips at anchor ride. 

Now on their coafts our conquering navy rides. 
Way-lays their merchants, and their land befets. 

6. To be fupported by fomething lubfervient. 

A credulous father, and a brother noble, 

Whofe nature is fo far from doing harms. 

That he fufpe£ts none ; on whole foolifli honefty 
My pradrices; id caly. Shakefp. Ling Leaf. 

To Ride. v. a. To manage infolently at will. 

us to be ridden at the pleafure of every coxcomb. Collier. 
The nobility could no longer endure to be ridden by boxers, 

coblers and brewers. Swift's Prtfbjttricm 

Rider- 


Drydett. 

Drydm. 

Dryden. 
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Ri'BtR. n. / [from rUt.] . 

x. One who is carried cn a horfe or in a vehicle. 

The ftrong camel and the gen’rous horfe, 

Reftrain’d and aw’d by man’s inferior force. 

Do to the rider’s will their rage fubinit. 

And anfwer to the Ipur, and own the bit. Prior. 

2. One who manages or breaks horfes. 

His horfes are brcJ better ; and to that end riders dearly 
hired. Shakefp. As You Like it. 

I would with jockies from Newmarket dine. 

And to rough riders give my choiceft wine. Bramflon. 

3. An inferred leaf. 

RIDGE, n.f [h/1133, Saxon ; rig, Daniflx; rugge, Dutch, 
the back.] 

1. The top of the back. 

He thought it was no time to flay ; 

But in a trice advanc’d the knight 

Upon the bare ridge bolt upright. Hndibras. 

2. The rough top of any thing, refembling the vertebras of the 
back. 

As when a vulture on Imausbred, 

Whofe fnowy ridge the roving Tartar bounds, 

Diflodges from a region fcarce of prey. ATilton. 

His Ions 

Shall dwell to Seir, on that long ridge of hills ! Milton. 
The higheft ridges of thole mountains ferve for the main¬ 
tenance of cattle for the inhabitants of the vallics. Ray. 

3. A lleep protuberance. 

Part rife in cryftal wall, or ridge diredl, 

For haftc. Milton’s Paradife Lojl, b. vii. 

About her coafts unruly waters roar, 

And, rifuig on a ridge, inlult the Ihore. Dryden. 

4. The ground thrown up by the plow. 

Thou vifiteft the earth ; thou watereft the ridges thereof 
abundantly ; thou fetriefl the furrows thereof. Pfalm )xv. 10. 

The body is fmooth on that end, and on this ’tis let with 
ridges round the point. IVoodward. 

Wheat mull be fowed above furrow fourteen days before 
Miehaelmas, and laid up in round high warm ridges. Mort. 

Land for grafs lay down when you fow wheat or rye; but 
then your corn Ihould be fowed on broad ridges. Mortimer. 

5. The top of the roof riling to an acute angle. 

Ridge tiles or roof tiles, being in length thirteen inches, 
and made circular breadthways like an half cylinder, whole 
diameter is about ten inches or more, and about half an inch 
and half a quarter in thicknefs, are laid upon the upper part 
or ridge of the roof, and alio on the hips. Moxon. 

6. Ridges of a horfe’s mouth are wrinkles or rifings of the 

flelh in the roof ol the mouth, running acrols from one fide 
ol the jaw to the other like flelhy ridges, with interjacent 
furrows or finking cavities. Farrier’s Did. 

T o Ridge, v. a. [from the noun.] To form a ridge. 

Thou from heav’n 

Feign’dfl at thy birth was given thee in thy hair, 

Where llrength can Icaft abide, though all thy hairs 
Were brillles rang’d like thofe that ridge the back 
Ot chaf’d wild boars, or ruffl’d porcupines. 

Ri'dgling. In. f. [avis rejicula , Lat. A inf] 

Ri'dgxi.. J caflrated. 


Milton. 
ram h*lf 


Dryden. 


Dryden. 


Tend my herJ, and fee them fed ; 

To morning pallures, evening waters led : 

And ’ware the Libyan ridgil’s butting head. 

Tend them well, and lee them fed 
In pallures frelh, and to their watering led ; 

And ’ware the ridgling with his butting head. 

Ridgy, adj. [from ridge.] Rifing in a ridge. 

_ Far in the lea againft the foaming Ihore, 

1 here Hands a rock, the raging billows roar 
Above his head in llorms; but when ’tis clear, 

RI'DKTT F hCir 7 r vh / ,C 4 L antl a£ his fcct a PP^. Dryden. 
KI DILILL. n.f. [rsdicufe, Fr. ndmdum, Lat.J Wit ol that 
ipccics that provokes laughter. 

Sacred to ridi.uLe his whole life long. 

And the lad burthen of fonie merry fong. p obe 

1 ouch d and lham’d by ridicule alone. p C h e 

Thole, who aim at ridicule, r * 

Should fix upon fome certain rule. 

Which fairly hints they are in jell. Swift's Mifcellanies. 
To Ri Die OLE. o. *. [from the noun.] To exprife to laughter • 
to treat with contemptuous merriment. 3 * 

I wife the vein of ridiculing all that is ferious and good 

haJ on a theiTs WOI,C 0Ur lbtC ’ lha “ errantry 

He often took a pleafure to appear ignorant, that h Jiifirin 

*?«»“»-■ ■* riSW«, L^W^f 

aughtcr , exciting contemptuous merriment. ^ 

I bus was the building left 

Ridiculous ; and the work cqnfulion nam’d. Mihr„ 

It was not m Titus’s power not to be derided : but it was 
his power not to be ridiculous. * ' 
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Ridiculously, adv. [from ridiculous.] In a mannef worthy 
of laughter or contempt. 

Epicurus’s difeourfe concerning the original of the world is 
fo ridiadoujly merry, that the deftgn of his philofophy was 
pleafure and not inflruiflion. South. 

Rxdi culousness. n. f. [from ridiculous.] The quality of being 
ridiculous. 

What fport do Tertullian, Minucius and Arnobius make 
with the images conlecratcd to divine vvorlhip ? from the 
meannefs of the matter they are made, the cafualties of fire, 
and rottenriels they are lubjedl to, on purpofe to reprefent the 
ridituloufnefs of worfliipping fuch things. StiUingflect » 

Ri'ding. particip. adj. Employed to travel on any oecafion. 

It is provided by another provincial conftitution, that no 
fuffiagan bilhop Ihail have more than one riding apparitor, 
and that archdeacons Ihail not have fo much as one riding ap¬ 
paritor, but only a foot meflenger. Ayliffe s Parcrgcn . 

Rx'DINC. n.f [from ride.] A diilriT vifited by an officer. 
Ri'dingcoat. n.f [tiding and coat.] A coat made to keep 
out weather. 

When you carry your mailer’s ridingcoat in a journey, wrap 
your own in it. Swift’s Directions to the Groom. 

Ridinghood. n.f. [riding and hood.] A hood ufed by wo¬ 
men, when they travel, to bear off the rain. 

'1 he palliolum was like our ridinghood:, and ferved both 
for a tunick and a coat. Aibuthriot on Coins. 

Good houfewives all the winter’s rage defpife. 

Defended by the ridinghood' s dilguife. Gay', 

Rie. n.f An efculertt grain. The flowers have no leaves, 
but confift of fe\ lal flamina, produced from the flower- 
cup ; thefe flowers are collected into a fmall Ipike, and 
are difpofed almoft finely : from the flower-cup arifes the 
pointal, afterward an oblong flender feed inclofed in an hulk, 
which was before the flower-cup : this differs from wheat in 
having a flatter fpike, the corn larger and more naked. Miller. 

Auguft Ihail bear the form of a young man of a fierce 
afpect, upon his head a garland of wheat and rie. Peacham. 
RIFE. adj. [pype, Saxon ; riff, Dutch.] Prevalent; prevail¬ 
ing} abounding. It is now only ufed of epidemical diflempers. 
While thofe reftlefs defires, in great men rife , 

To vifit fo low folks did much difdain, 

This while, though poor, they in themfelves did reign. Sid. 

Guyon dofely did await 
Avantage } whilft his foe did rage moll rife } 

Sometimes athwart, fometimes he ftrook him ftraight, 

And failed oft his blows. Fairy Queen, b. ii. 

The plague was then rife in Hungary. Knolles. 

Bleffings then are plentiful and rife , 

More plentiful than hope. Herbert. 

Space may produce new worlds; whereof fo rife 
There went a fame in heav’n, that he ere long 
Intended to create. Milton's Paradife Lo/i, b. i. 

This is the place. 

Whence ev’n now the tumult of loud mirth 
Was rife, and perfe£l in my lift’ning ear. 

That grounded maxim 
So rife and celebrated in the mouths 
Of wifeft men, that to the publick good 
Private rcfpe&s mull yield. 

Before the plague of London, inflammations of the lungs 
were rife and mortal. Arbutbnot on Air. 

Ri fELY. adv* [from rife*'] Prevalently j abundantly. 

It was rifely reported, that the Turks were coming in a 
great fleet. Knolles’s Hi/lory of the Turks . 

Rifeness, n.f [from rife.] Prevalence; abundance. 

He aferibes the great rifenefs of carbuncles in the fummer, 

'r t °p t f£F r p at atS " r ■/r Arbuthnoi on Air. 

To RULE. v. [nffer, rifier , Fr. rijfelen, Dutch.] To 
rob ; to pillage; to plunder. 

Stand, Sir, and throw us what you have about you; if 
not, we 11 make you. Sir, and rifie you. Shakefp. 

Men, by his fuggeftion taught. 

Ran lack d the centre, and with impious hands 
Rifled the bowels of their mother earth 
lor treafures better hid. Milton’s Paradife Loft, b. i. 
You have rifled my mailer, who Ihail maintain me ? L’Efl. 

A commander in the parliament’s rebel army rifled and tie- 

faced the cathedral at Litchfield. 7 J 2u7h 

Mine is thy daughter, prieft, and fliall remain. 

And pray rs, and tears, and bribes Ihail plead in vain, 

I ill time Ihail rifle every youthful grace. p 6t . 

r!p FLER ‘ r' rc ^ f0 ‘” "ft’] Robber 5 Ponderer ; pillager. ^ 

T ‘ PrrH Acleft ’ a breach; an openSS. 

Sii aVfl r g L.° U ^° f whol<; r ifi there come 
Small drops ol gory blood. Fai ^ b ■ 

She did conhne thee ^ 

Into a cloven pine, within which rift 

Wife,i’d, thou didft painfully remain. o U a 

joinettf a iow’wauU^’it’th’ '.T'-' ' Wck ’ “ mo 

a S m ™ rin ’a„H I“* °* J h . at is » houfc, whh 

" 0r fT ’ ln conduit a window : if V o U cry 
be 1 ift, u makes a fearful roaring at the window. b 7 c . 

They 


ATilton. 


Milton. 
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